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Media Release - For immediate release: 25 June 2013

Ending violence against women is a whole of government responsibility
Women's Legal Services NSW welcomes the release of the NSW Domestic and Family Violence framework, It Stops Here: Standing together to end domestic and family violence for public consultation today.

“Violence against women is one of the most widespread human rights abuses with domestic violence in Australia putting more women aged 15-44 years at risk of ill health and premature death than any other risk factor.  It is also the biggest single cause of homelessness among women and children,” said Janet Loughman, principal solicitor Women’s Legal Services NSW. “It is good to see the NSW government release its state plan to eliminate violence against women for public consultation which is intended to complement the National Plan to reduce violence against women and their children 2012-2022,” said Ms Loughman.

Both the Auditor General’s 2011 report, Responding to domestic and family violence and the NSW Parliamentary Inquiry into domestic violence trends and issues report released in August 2012 recommended a co-ordinated and integrated response to domestic and family violence that is whole of government and works in partnership with non-government organisations.

“A whole of government commitment to addressing family and domestic violence, combined with working in partnership with non-government organisations and adequately resourcing the domestic and family violence framework will be key to its successful implementation,” said Ms Loughman.

“It is also essential that the victim/survivor of violence is at the centre of any response to domestic and family violence. She must be able to participate in the development of any safety plan and control who her personal information is shared with,“ says Ms Loughman.  “This is vital as information sharing without consent can compromise safety.” 

“With the release last week of the NSW Budget we are also concerned at the lack of detail on how the 'whole of government' commitment to the NSW Domestic and Family Violence Framework will be funded across portfolios,’’ said Helen Campbell, Executive Officer Women’s Legal Services NSW. “This is particularly important since the funding for projects to support women through the Domestic and Family Violence Grants Program is no longer available.  We are very disappointed to see the closing of this program which has supported innovative initiatives over the years,” said Ms Campbell.
Women’s Legal Services NSW will be responding to the draft framework.  Responses are due to the NSW Government by 23 July 2013.

Media contact: Helen Campbell 0455 296 392 or Janet Loughman (02) 8745 6900

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Women’s Legal Services NSW is a community legal centre that aims to achieve access to justice and a just legal system for women in NSW. We seek to promote women’s human rights, redress inequalities experienced by women and to foster legal and social change through strategic legal services, community development, community legal education and law and policy reform work. 

Further information

NSW Auditor’s General Report Responding to domestic and family violence (2011)

NSW Parliamentary Inquiry into Domestic Violence Trends and Issues report  (August 2012)

Government’s response to the NSW Parliamentary Domestic Violence Trends and Issues report
(February 2013)
It Stops Here: Standing together to end domestic and family violence reforms (25 June 2013)

PAGE  
1

